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Welcome to St. Joseph Catholic Church!
4122 S. Bonham St.
Amarillo, TX 79110

When the people in the synagogue heard &
this, they were all filled with fury. They [
rose up, drove him out of the town, and led § Qr
him to the brow of the hill on which their -
town had been built, to hurl him down
headlong. But Jesus passed through the midst of them and
went away. - Lk 4:28-30

Fourth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

People who play the lottery
‘|are always hoping for that

big chance to win a super
jackpot. Against all odds (literally!) they imagine
winning millions. After all, someone has to win. It
might as well be me. It's almost contradictory that
lotteries have become part of state budgeting, when
many Americans believe in the values of hard work
and earning a living as opposed to the gratuitous
windfall that a lottery would give someone. State
income from lotteries exceeds that of tobacco excise
taxes, but is less than the license fees states collect on
motor vehicles. Everybody who wants something for
nothing is involved. For the outlay of a miniscule
amount of cash, a player dreams of an immense
return. And the state gets a bonus to its income
without having to tax its citizens more. In today's
Gospel, the people of Nazareth are acting a bit like
lottery hopefuls, with high expectations for a
significant payout with the investment of very little.
They've heard about all the great things that Jesus did
in Capernaum, and now they are expecting to cash in
on the local boy made good. Surely he has got to work
some astounding miracles here. But Jesus is not a
lottery ticket. And faith in him is not a something for
nothing proposition in which all the benefits are
reaped with very little investment. As we will learn as
we read from Luke's Gospel in the weeks and months
ahead, Jesus is headed on a journey to Jerusalem. His
destiny lies in that city where he will suffer and die,
and finally, through his resurrection, he will usher in
the era of the Spirit that is poured out on the church.
For us, following Jesus is a lifelong journey to our own
Jerusalem in which we empty ourselves in the service
of others. It is no lottery that we hope to win, but a
share in Christ's journey through death to
resurrection.
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Intenciones de la Misa
NOTICIAS DE LA ESCUELA DE SAN JOSE Readings for January 30 to February 5, 2016
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AMARILLO ACTS LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP 11: 00Mas@shi l&drleint IW gF ¢ k
For All Spiritual Companionsg and anyone who O@8morgasgarhdke Ricg®sd Bd-
ered as a Director dmrCan UJpcominlg ACTS Retr@3W Meal (Gym)
Team members and ACTS Community who woul d: ao0iptagSspadi xhow
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